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onality (Kmita, Nowak, Swiderski), its assump-
tic interpretation are discussed, followed by
s views on the rationality principle as
They are then confronted with W.

ABSTRACT. The theory of rati
tions and relation to humanis
comparison between Popper’s and Hempel'
well as on physical and historical explanations.
Dray's concepts. The author presents von Wright's scheme of inference (practical
syllogism) pointing out its differences from and analogies with Kmita's scheme. He
concludes that Kmita's model is closer to the spirit of the Popper-Hempel

conception of scientific explanation than that of von Wright.

1. The most convenient starting point for this account of humanistic

interpetation is the criticism of psychologism which, as taken up by

Popper, is of both a normative and a descriptive character (cf. Kmita,

Nowak 1968, pp. 95-6). The descriptive criticism consists of pointing out
that the human sciences make use of what Popper calls the “logic of
situation”, which has nothing to do with psychological laws as it
presupposes the theory of rational action. This theory, however, is not
understood in the same way as it is by Hempel, who maintains the
assumption of rationality as an abbreviate formula which stands for a
complex psychological theory, that is, as “q surrogate for specific
psychological laws which do not employ in their formulation the concepts
standardly employed in the description and explanation of action”
($widerski 1985b, p. 7.

The concept of rational action, originally advanced in the economic
field by neo-Classical theories, was later precisely defined by Giedymin,
who lists seven meanings of the term (cf. Kmita, Nowak 1968, pp. 104-5),
of which Kmita and Nowak accept the one they consider to be the most
general, and the one which was also applied in the game theory by Luce
and Raiffa (1958). First, however, the concept of behaviour (zachowanie)
is defined in general as a functional dependence in which the dependent
vyariable is a certain class of human actions (czynnosc), while the
independent variable is a certain class of conditions which and only
which are of relevance for the performance of the action (Kmita, Nowak
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