


AGREEMENT OF COOPERATION

BETWEEN

THE UNIVERSITY OF CATANIA, ITALY

AND

THE MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY

ART. 1

The University of Catania and the Mississippi State University desire to promote scientific training and research in both countries.

ART. 2

The parties here agree to support this collaboration in fields of mutual interest:

· Joint didactical and scientific investigations;

· Joint formation courses;

· Exchange of undergraduates, post graduates, PhD fellows and professors;

· Joint organisation of seminars, meetings and scientific workshops;

· Mutual use of scientific evaluators;

· Co-elaboration of scientific publications and exchange of information, publications and scientific journals.

ART.3

In order to fulfil this agreement, both parties shall prepare Joint Programs of Collaboration through meetings of delegates or representatives of both institutions or through correspondence. Such joint Programs could provide for the participation of other scientific researchers, either Italian or foreigners, by mutual consent. The financial support will be based on research grants or grants given by different sources to the two institutions or the relative co-ordinators or members. 

ART. 4

The topics of mutual interest shall be established on the basis of contacts accomplished by the parties of the agreement and must contain the following information: 

· The exact nature of the proposed research;

· The names of the colleges, institutions or research centres in which the research will take place, indicating the names of the participants and the positions they hold in the respective institutions;

· The names of the persons in charge of the research at both institutions, and their C.V.;

· Functions of participants from each institution;

· Planned duration of the research and budget needs. 

In relation to the aforementioned, the scientists responsible for the joint projects must annually submit a report to the highest authorities of each party. 

The report must include the following information:

· Joint publications issued, or a report of the project’s progress;

· Exchange activities carried out and the results obtained.

· Other activities conducted;

· A plan of the following year’s activity.

ART. 5

Both universities exchange undergraduates and postgraduate fellows on mutual basis in scientific and academic fields of common interest. The number of students and the fields of interest will be established on the basis of specific programmes putting into effecct this Agreement.
ART. 6

The scientists and fellows shall be selected by mutual agreement, but may be proposed by either party. Candidates proposed by one party shall be presented to the other in a reasonable time to allow review and agreement by both parties. The final approval of proposed candidates shall be accomplished no later than 120 days prior to the beginning of visit.

ART. 7

Exchanges will be possible only after the agreement of both parties. Students shall demonstrate their knowledge of the foreign language according to the regulation in force at the receiving University. The names of the students chosen, their area of studies and the estimated date of arrival shall be communicated to the receiving institution six months prior to beginning of visit.

Students are submitted to the University regulation of the receiving party. The sending party shall recognise the results of the exams taken in the foreign University, provided the student make request for it. The authorisation to take exams in the host University and the equivalence of courses will be granted on the basis of the qualifications and regulations of the sending university.

ART. 8

The parties, through their competent authorities will assure the visiting scientists and students every necessary assistance during their visit.

All travel costs, foreign and domestic, accommodation, living and insurance costs for scientists and fellows, shall be separately dealt with  on each Joint Project mutually agreed. Both Universities agree on searching for financial help and support of any kind for the students and professors who will take part to the programme.

ART. 9

This agreement shall be in effect from the date of its ratification by both parties.

ART. 10

This agreement shal be in force for a period of five years and may be renewed by mutual decision of both parties. The notice of termination shall not have any effect on the projects or activities in progress unless otherwise agreed by both parties.

ART. 11

The academic controversy on the interpretation and execution of the present agreement will be submitted to the exam of an Academic Commission composed by a member representative from each party and one chosen by common consent.
ART. 12

This agreement has been executed in two versions, one in English and one in Italian, both having the same legal validity. 

	UNIVERSITY OF CATANIA,

ITALY

Magnifico Rettore

f.to Prof. Antonino Recca

Il Preside della Facoltà di Scienze della Formazione

Prof.ssa Febronia Elia

… febbraio 2007
	MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY

USA

Director of the Social Research Center

f.to Prof.  Arthur Cosby

… febbraio 2007
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